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to four months. For the rest of the year, they are under-employed,
or completely unemployed.
The monotonous emphasis on the inadequacy of statistical
information needs no reiteration here. It was indicated above
that nearly one-seventh of the total agricultural labourers were
employed more or less on a long term basis (both as bonded as
well as "free" wage labourers) ; it follows, therefore, that the rest
are in this type of under-employed labourers. Thus, nearly 35
million of total agricultural labourers belonged to this type in 1931.
The regions where this type is most prevalent can be only suggested.
Obviously, they predominate in the Southern Triangle., the land
of the landless labourers par excellence ; it is no coincidence,
therefore, that the major currents of seasonal migration originate
here and in Bihar.
4.   full-time "free" wage labourers
This type of labourer is composed of two categories: plantation
labourers employed by plantation owners, and employees of other
capitalistic and well-to-do farmers. Unlike the employers of other
types, the employers of this type are capitalistic and well-to-do
farmers whose main interest in cultivation is to secure profits
rather than living on rents from land.
Since most of the plantations were situated in very thinly populat-
ed areas, it was at first very difficult to attract a sufficient number
of labourers. Consequently, planters, most of them British, resorted
to a system of recruitment about which W. Nassau Lees rightly
remarked that "the horrors of the slave trade pale before the horrors
of the coolie trade of Assam and Cachar in years 1861-62".87 The
system changed little during the following years. A Commission
appointed by the British Trade Union Congress trenchantly re-
marked in 1928 that "in Assasa tea, the sweat, hunger and despair
of a million Indians enter year by year".68 The Report of the recent
Labour Investigation Committee showed that the position, even
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